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WHITE-WINGED DOVE IN DAWSON COUNTY?
On 3 July 1988 my wile and I saw a dove south of Cozad. We We1'lI
driving at road speed, and not really bird watching. I caught a glimpse of
white on the dove's wings as it flew and by the time I got stopped the dove
circled about .25 mile away. We never got our binoculars on the dove at
all, but we both noted the white trailing edge of the wings and on the taU.
We are not sure enough to claim anything. I have been by there 15 to ZO
times since then and have not seen it again.
--- LZoyd G. Kaufman, 1306 Hampton, Lexington, N,~b. 68860
I have seen White-win ged Doves in Texas. My parents saw a dove with
large, white wing patches. so my guess is that it was a White-winged Dove.
The only other possibility is that it was a partially albino Mourning Dove.
I'm not sure what the chances are that a partial albino bird would have symmetric
patches on the wings. My folks said the patches were symmetrical.
PauZ KaUfman, 1101 N. ?8th, Linooln, N3b. 68605
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Three hundred and six species (plus the possibilities that the Accipter
and Empidonax species were ones that were not listed, and that a Louisiana
Waterthrush was recorded in Nebraska) are listed in this report, from 15 locations,
plus 13 11 spot check II col umns in vol ving 34 counties. In 1987 there were 288
species from 13 locations and 6 "spot check" columns involving 9 counties;
1986 304 from 13 locations and 9 "spot chec k" columns in vol ving 24 counties;
1985 296 from 13 locations and 9 "spot check" columns (plus additions on NBB 53:
70) involving 22 counties; and in 1984 293 from 12 locations and a "spot check"
column involving one county.
The "spot check" columns are for the most part for infrequent visits
to an area, though in a few cases they are fairly frequent, so that the whole
half year isn't covered. The average reader can just take the symbols in
these columns as indications that the species was present; those who want
to know when and in which county can get that information from the symbols,
which are given separately for each column. The symbols have different significance
in each column.
The symbols of gen-
eral significance are:
Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My
be and J e for the months,
NR for a species prob-
ably present but for which
no records were made,
P to indicate a species
which is present all of
the year, although the
same individuals rna y not
be present during the
whole year, and the num-
bers may vary greatly,
(p) for pro bable per-
manent species for which
reports were not spread
over the whole period,
S to indicate the
species remained after 30
June, but the lack of
such indication does not
necessaril y mean the
species did not remain,
W - S to indicate a
species which arrived be-
fore 1 Jan uar y and stayed
after 30 June. It is similar
to P, but the pattern is
not always true,
W - to indicate the
species was present be-
fore 1 January,
x and a month indicator
when the exact date in
the month was not pro-
vided,
* to indicate a comment
in the text.
The number of
species reported, contrib-
utors (to the extent
known), and special com-
ments are (spot check
columns given first):
A, 36 species, Box
Butte (B) and Sheridan
( S ) . a = My 20 to 22
(S), by Rick Wright; b
= My 30 (B) by Mark
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Brogie; c = My 27 to 30 
(S) by Mark Brogie; x 
= My 20. Y = My 22. 
and z = later (S). by 
Doug Thomas. and A = 
b + c. Doug Thomas first 
sa w the Eared Gre be on 
a nest with three eggs. 
and made several visits 
later (but did not keep 
trac k of the dates) and 
last saw a pair with three 
chicks. 
B. 57 species. 
Cherry (C). Grant (G). 
Hoo ker (H). and Thomas 
(T). a = Fe 7 and 8 (H) 
by Mrs. Billie Gerber. b 
= My 19 and 20 (T) by 
Rick Wright. c = My 27 
(C). d = My 30 (G). e 
= My 30 (H). f = My 
19 and 30 (T) all by Mark 
Brogie. x = My 21(G) by 
Lee Morris. z = Je 25 
by Ruth Green. just west 
of Whitman. A = c + d. 
and B = c + z. Mr. 
Morris saw the Swainson's 
Hawk on a nest "west of 
Hyannis". He added "also 
seen in the same general 
area at several points 
along the road" (N 2) 
"were a great number of 
Black-necked Stilts. This 
was by far the most 
Black-necked Stilts I have 
ever seen in one area n • 
Mr. Morris did not remem-
ber just how far west of 
Hyannis these sightings 
were. and it is possible 
that the Stilts. at least. 
should be in column A. 
The Whooping Crane in-
formation is given under 
Notes. 
Ch for Chase. 64 
species. a = records in 
the last part of June. af-
ter Mrs. lola Pennington 
got bac k from Texas. She 
saw 11 Turkey Vultures 
on posts by the Stinking 
Water River. She did not 
record the Long-billed 
Curlew herself. but in-
cluded it on the word of 
a ranch wife. Mourning 
Doves are the most numer-
ous bird. Burrowing Owls 
are very scarce this year; 
prairie dogs are being 
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Turkey Vulture 
Osprey 
Mississippi Kite 
Bald Eagle 
Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned 
Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
Accipiter sp. 
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poisoned. Dic kcissels are 
greatly increased this 
year. 
C, 72 species, 
Brown (B), Keya Paha 
(K), Loup (L), and Rock 
(R) counties. a = My 
27 (B), b = My 27 (R), 
c = My 30 (L), d = Je 
12 (K). e = Je 12 (B), 
f = Je 12 (R), A = a, 
b, + c, B = a + b. C 
= b + c, D = a + c. 
E = d, e, + f , F= d 
+ e, G = d + f, H = 
e + f. all by Mark Brogie. 
D, 33 species, Buf-
falo (B), Dawson (D), 
Kearney (K), and Phelps 
(P) counties. a = Ja I 
(K) by Mark Brogie, b 
= Ja 9 (D), c = Ja 26-27 
( D ), both by Lloyd and 
Kathryn Kaufman, d = 
Mr 23, details under 
Notes, e = My 22 (B), 
f = My 22 (P), both by 
Rick Wright. The Osprey 
was feeding on a road kill. 
The Whooping Crane in-
formation is under Notes. 
The Goldfinch had a white 
head but had otherwise 
normal plumage. 
E, 30 species, Boyd 
( B), Garfield ( G), Holt 
(H), and Wheeler (W) 
counties. a = Ja 1-2 (G), 
b = Ja 1-2 (W), c = Mr 
5 (B), d = Mr 5 (H) , 
e = Ap 15 (G), f = Ap 
15-16 (W), g = My 27 
(H), h = My 30 (H), i 
= My 30 (G), j = Je 12 
(H), A = a, b, + c, B 
a + b, C = b + f, 
D = e + f, E = f + g, 
F = f + i, G = g + h, 
and H = h + j, all by 
Mark Brogie" 
F, 47 species, 
Greely (G), Sherman (S), 
and Valley (V) counties. 
a = Ja 1-2 (V), b = Ja 
1-2 (S), c = Ap 15-16 
(V), d = Ap 16 (G)' e 
Ap 15-16 (S), A = a" 
+ b, B = c, d, + e, 
C = c + d, and D = c 
+ e, all by Mark Brogie, 
f = My 7. g = My 19. 
by Ms. Mary B,ell. The 
first Summer Tanager was 
at Ord after a high wind, 
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Sora 
American Coot 
Sandhill Crane 
Whooping Crane 
Blac k-bellied 
Plover 
Semipalmated 
Plover 
Piping Plover 
Killdeer 
Black-n. Stilt 
A merican Avocet 
Greater 
Yellowlegs 
Yellowlegs sp. 
Lesser 
Yellowlegs 
Solitary 
Sandpiper 
Willet 
Spotted 
Sandpiper 
Upland Sandpiper 
Long-billed 
Curlew 
Hudsonian Godwit 
Marbled Godwit 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Sanderling 
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- My 8 Ap 20 Mr 27 - - g Ap 29 My 7 b My 10 
My 22 My 15 My My 27 My 17- My 12 
uMy 9My16 
Je 13 
g My 4My 17- My 10 
Je 3 
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and at times alighted with-
in 5 feet of the four ob-
servers. The second was 
at North Loup 
G, Antelope (A) 
and Madison (M) counties, 
100 species. a = Ja 2 
(A), b = Ja 15 (M), c 
= Fe 13 (M), d = Fe 
21 ( A ), e = Mr 4 to 6 
(A), f = Mr 20 + 24 (M), 
g = Mr 30-31 (A), h = 
A P 1-4 (M ) , i = A P 2 
(A), j = Ap 7 (A), k 
= Ap 10 (A), 1 = Ap 14 
( A ) , m = A P 21 + 23 
(M), n = Ap 23 (A), 0 
= My 5 (A), p = My 11 
(A), q = My 19 (A), r 
= My 22 (A), s = My 
23 (M), t = Je 1 (A), 
u = Je 1 (M), v = Je 
25 (A), A = a+ b, B 
= a + c, C a + f, 
D = b + c, E c + 
d, F = d + f, G = d 
+ h, H = e + f, I 
e + h, J = e + m, K 
f + g, L = e + h, 
M h + i, N = h + 
j, a = h + p, P = h 
+ t, Q h + v, R = 
m + 0, 5 = m + v, and 
T = s + v, all by Mark 
Brogie. 
H 67 species, Cedar 
(C), Dixon (D), and 
Wayne (W) counties. a 
= Ja 3 (W), b = Ja 10 
(W), c = Ja 17 (W), d 
= Ja 30 (C), e = Fe 6 
( D ), f = Mr 20 (W), g 
= Ap 1 (W), h = Ap 4 
(W), i = My 13 (C), j 
= My 15 (D), k = My 
24 (W), 1 = My 24 (C), 
m = Je 1 (W), n = Je 
8 (W), 0 = Je 14 (W), 
p = Je 26 (C), A = a 
+ p, B = a, e, + p, 
C = b + p, D = d + 
g, E = d + m, F = g 
+ p, and G = h + 0, 
all by Mark Brogie. 
I, 18 species, But-
ler (B) and 5eward (S) 
counties, a = Fe 13 (B), 
b = Fe 13 (5), c = Ap 
15 (B), d = Ap 15 (5), 
A = a + b, and B = c 
+ d, all by Mark Brogie. 
J, 57 species, Burt 
(B), Cuming (C), and 
5tanton (5) counties, a 
= Ja 3 (5)' b = Ja 17 
(5), c = Ja 15 + 17 (C), 
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Baird's Sandpiper 
Pectoral 
Sandpiper 
Dunlin 
Stilt Sand piper 
Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper 
Short-billed Dow. 
Dowitcher sp. 
Long-billed 
Dowitcher 
Common Snipe 
American Woodcock 
Wilson's 
Phalarope 
Red -nec ked Phalar. 
Franklin's Gull 
Bonaparte's Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Caspian Tern 
Common Tern 
Forster's Tern 
Least Tern 
Black Tern 
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Inca Dove 
Blac k - billed 
Cuckoo 
Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo 
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- Ap 2 
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My 29 Ap 24 
- Mr 20 
Ap 2 
- Ap 22 
My 29 
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My 15 Ap 24 Ap 26 
Ap 15 
My 23 
W - Mr 4 b Mr 4 
My 12 My 9 My 12 
W - Mr 15 - Ap 5 
Je 30 
My 23 
My 25 
Ap 17 b 
My 12 
Ap 27 Ap 28 b Ap 26 
My 16 My 12 
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- My 10My 2Mr 27-
Je 30 My 16 
H P Ja P - A h 
0 Je 30 d 
M W - Mr 30 Ap 3p d g 
My*16 
My 12My 7- My 9 
My 16 My 15 My 14 
P P d P 
W - Ap* 6 b W -
v Je 30 Je 30 - S M Je 30 Je 30 d - S 
My 11 My 15 n - -
Je 30 
- My 16 My 11 My 15-
Je 13 Je 30 - S 
My 6Je 26 d My 12 
Je 27 
My 4 Je 11 d My 5 
Je 30 Je 25 Je 29 
b 
Ja 4 a 
Je 5 b 
Ap 24 a 
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d = Ja 15 (B), e·= Ap 
1-3 (S), f = My 8 (S), 
g = My 8 (C), h = My 
8 (B), i = Je 5 (C), 
j = Je 5 (B), k Je 
11 (C), A = a + c, B 
a, g, + h. C = a, 
c +h, D = a, g, + h, 
E = b, c, + h, F = b 
+ g, G = e + g, H 
e, g, + h, I = e, j, 
+ k, K = e + k, L = 
g + h, and M = j + k. 
all by Mark Brogie. 
Pa, 59 species, in-
cluding Accipiter sp. 
Pawnee Co., a = Ap 15 
and b = Ap 23, by Alan 
Grenon. This is a scout-
ing and a final trip by 
Audubon Society of Omaha 
to see the Prairie Chic k-
ens at Burchard Lake. 
Wa, 117 species 
(plus 14 recorded only in 
Iowa), Washington Co., a 
= Mr 2, by Shelley Bon-
sell, b = Ap 30, Spring 
Bird Count at DeSoto 
NWR, ~ = Ap 30, recorded 
with b, but only in Iowa 
segments of the count, c 
= My 24, by Tanya Bray 
and by Rick Wright, d 
= Je 7 by Ruth Green 
on a Breeding Bird Sur-
vey, e = Je 21 and f 
= Je 25, both by Tanya 
Bray. 
Adams, Hastings, 
109 species, Miss Bernice 
Welch, reporter, Elsie 
Helzer, Esther Kennedy, 
Judy Kestner, and Doro-
thy Marsh. Mrs. Helzer 
observed a Brown 
Thrasher feeding a baby 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 
Antelope, see G. 
Banner, see Scotts 
Bluff • 
Boone, Albion, 156 
species, Wayne J. Moll-
hoff, reporter. 
Box Butte, see A. 
Boyd, see E. 
Brown, see C. 
Buffalo, see D. 
Burt, see J. 
Butler, see I. 
Cass, Elmwood, 67 
species, Kevin DeGarmo, 
reporter, Ruth Green, 
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Common Barn-Owl Ap 10 Ap 7 
Je 30 
E. Screech-Owl (p) 
Great Horned Owl 
Snowy Owl 
Burrowing Owl 
Barred Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
(p) P P - - a 
m 
Ap 22My 22 * 
My 28Jem25 
- - a 
N. Saw-whet Owl My 14 My 14 
Common Nighthawk My 26 My 27 My 2 - c a My 30 
Common Poorwill 
Chuck-will's-wid. 
Whip-poor-will 
Chimney Swift 
White-throated 
Swift 
Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird 
Belted Kingfisher 
Lewis' Woodpecker 
Red-headed 
Woodpecker 
Red -bellied 
Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker 
My 28k n k ~ k W 
My x - b -
Ap 30Ap 26My 27b - a 
Je 30 My 29c 
Ap 30 Ap 30 
My 21 Je 21 
(p) P - - a 
My 21 My 15 My 20-
My 27 
Ap 25 Myb17My 21 - - a 
My 29Je 8 Je 22 
Downy Woodpecker (p) P P 
Hairy Woodpecker (p) (p) 
Northern Flicker 
Olive-sided 
Flycatcher 
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E. Wood-Pewee 
(p) P Ap 14 - - a 
b Je 30 
Je 
My 15 Mybl0 Ap 20-
My 29 My 22 Je 28 
(p) 
p P Mr 9 
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E - - - Je 18 My 23 My 19 
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Fe 16 E -
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Je 25 F 
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W - e a 
My 14 f 
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P b -
F 
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My 31 
- My lAp 29Ap 24 
Je 29 Je 30 Je 29 
- a 
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Ja 30 P Ap 13 
Je 30 Je 30 Je 26 
My 1 My 10 Ap 24 
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P W -
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Fe 27 
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pp
D
8 J e 22 J e 30 J e 20
l
9
P 0 P 7 - - 1 AP P
e - 'iN
p
- -
p
l
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- My 25 My 15 
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- My 6Ap 24Ap 24p - LAp 18Ap 28d Ap 20 b 
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My 5- My 6 
Je 11 Je 20 
hAp 2 Ap 1 Ja 9 E - W - W - b W -
j Je 30 Je 30 - S P Je 30 Ap 28c Je 29 
e My 4My 1 My 1- -hAp23My 2bApl5Fe 15 -
v Je 30 Je 30 - S Je 30 Je 30 d - S Je 5 
e Ja I W - P - g P P b P Ja 1 -
Je 30 My 29 j My 29 
- Ja 5 
e P Ja 1 P a - c P P b P Ja 1 -
k Je 30 p g d Je 5 
e (p) Ja 1 (p) a - a (p) P b P Ja 1 -
Je 30 G g c Je 5 
G P Ja 1 P P - a P P b P Ja 1 b 
v Je 30 F c Je 5 
- My 9 
My 14 
P - - My 15 Je 3 c My 6 
Je 30 Je 30 e Je 29 
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Gertrude Wood. A Downy 
Woodpecker banded in 
Cass Co. this spring had 
been banded m Fontenelle 
Forest, Sarpy Co., two 
years before, which was 
also true of a White-
breasted Nuthatch, and 
another Nuthatch had 
been banded two years 
ago near Schramm State 
Park, also in Sarpy Co. 
but about 25 miles from 
the Forest. 
Cedar, see H. 
Cherry, see B. 
Cuming, see J. 
Dakota, South 
Sioux City, 168 species, 
Bill Huser, reporter, 
Mark Brogie, Jerry 
Probst, Dave and Lois 
Stage. A fter the Ja I 
record Mourning Doves 
were not recorded again 
until Ap 6. 
Dawes, Crawford, 
83 species, Jim Minyard, 
reporter, Mark Brogie 
(My 27-30), Rick Wright 
(My 20-21). Birds shown 
with only May dates are 
not necessarily migrant or 
just summer birds, since 
Mr. Brogie and Mr. Wright 
covered parts of the 
county not covered by Mr. 
Minyard. 
Dawson, see D. 
Dixon, see H. 
Douglas (and Sar-
py), Omaha and Bellevue, 
220 species, plus 4 marked 
0, Tanya Bray, R. G. 
Cortelyou, Ruth Green, 
and Babs and Loren 
Padelford, reporters, 
Russ Benedict, Duane 
Bright, Alan Grenon, 
Clyde and Emma Johnson, 
Ray Korpi, Alice Rushton, 
lone Wethman, and Rick 
Wright. ° marks species 
reported on the Spring 
Count, which used the 
Christmas Count area, 
which includes parts of 
Iowa; it was not practical 
to try to reconstruct the 
count to eliminate birds 
seen only m Iowa (except, 
unfortunately, the Scis-
sor-tailed FI yc a tcher , 
which was unusal enough 
to leave no doubt that 
it was seen in Iowa). The 
£ 0
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Yellow-b. Flye. 
Acadian 
Flycatcher 
Willow 
Flycatcher 
Least Flycatcher 
Western Flyc. 
Empidonax sp. 
Eastern Phoebe 
Say's Phoebe 
Great Crested 
Flycatcher 
Cassin's Kingbird 
Western Kingbird 
Eastern Kingbird 
Horned Lark 
Purple Martin 
Tree Swallow 
Violet-green 
Swallow 
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Cattle Egrets were seen 
"about two weeks before" 
My 27. Snow Geese seen 
as late as Ap 8 were free-
flying, but might be being 
fed. Two small, sleeping 
ducks with cocked tails 
seen My 9 may have been 
R uddies. A Sora was 
coming morning and night 
to a feeder in west Omaha 
My 28, and probably 
later. Information on the 
Least Terns is given un-
der Notes. The two Say's 
Phoebes were seen in Fon-
tenelle Forest in the after-
noon, and not again. An 
immature Die kcissel was 
coming to a feeder in 
Bellevue in the middle of 
January. There were 
3,000 to 4,000 birds in 
the Longspur flock, in 
southern Sarpy Co. West-
ern Douglas Co. was not 
well covered this year, 
and in particular the Bob-
olinks probably arrived 
earlier and stayed later 
than shown. 
Garfield, see E. 
Grant, see B. 
Greeley, see F. 
Hall, see Howard. 
Holt, see E. 
Hooker, see B. 
Howard (and Hall), 
St. Libory and Grand Is-
land, Bill Schleicher and 
Paul Bedell, reporters, 
Ray Kusek, Clara 
Mc Cann , Pat Scogins, 
Helen Seim, Jack Zlonke. 
The Mississippi Kite was 
an adult, and was under 
observations for about an 
hour, from Mormon Is-
land, Information OIl the 
Whooping Cranes is under 
Notes. 
Bluff. 
158 
Kearney, see D. 
Keya Paha, see C. 
Kimball, see Scotts 
Knox, Creighton, 
species, Mark A. 
Brogie, reporter. 
Lancaster, Lincoln, 
208 species, and the pos-
sibility that a Scaup sp. 
was a Greater. Tanya 
Bray, Larry Einemann, 
Wm. C. Garthright, Norma 
0
-
1 Cl
t
M 16M
p
4
P P lO P 4 P P
]4
p 10 p - p 1 A
M p 4 P - - My AP
0 P
4 pI7 p P 7 A P 4
P
n s
r atio!1
'
2
]
.
lA lA
68 Nebraska Bird Review 
Scotts Dawes ABC McPh. Lin- C D E F Hall Adams Knox 
Sioux Bluff h coIn Howard 
Red-breasted 
Nuthatch 
White-breasted 
Nuthatch 
Pygmy Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Rock Wren 
Carolina Wren 
Bewick's Wren 
House Wren 
Winter Wren 
Sedge Wren 
Marsh Wren 
Golden -crowned 
Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet 
Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher 
Eastern 
Bluebird 
Mountain 
Bluebird 
Townsend's 
Solitaire 
Veery 
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Johnson. Paul and Karla 
Kaufman. Thomas E. 
Labedz. Mabel B. Ott. 
Babs and Loren Padel-
ford. reporters. Esther 
V. Bennett. Mark Brogie. 
John Dinan. Alan Grenon. 
Rick Wright. There were 
mallard -sized Canada 
Geese at Holmes Lake Ja 
16 to Ap 23. They came 
and went with a flock of 
large Canadas. Ric k 
Wright reported a Scaup 
sp. Ja 1. There were 
two sighting s of the Bar-
row's Goldeneye - one at 
Branched Oak Lake and 
one at Wagon Train Lake. 
The first was alone. with 
no other water birds in 
the area; the second was 
by itself. but a mixed 
flock of other ducks was 
near. Dr. Johnson noted 
that both birds seemed to 
have their feathers rather 
rumpled. in contrast to 
the sleek 100k of the Com-
mon Goldeneyes she had 
been seein g. The Least 
Terns are covered under 
Notes. John Dinan re-
ported Barn-Owls nesting 
near Lincoln. Mr 18 Larry 
Einemann saw Pine Siskins 
carrying nesting material 
to a Norway spruce. and 
on Mr 25 he saw a Siskin 
on the nest. He last saw 
Siskins in Lincoln on My 
19. The Baird's Sparrows 
are covered under Notes. 
Lincoln. North 
Platte. 130 species. Mrs. 
A. B. Gunlicks. reporter. 
Harold Cunningham. Erma 
Grill. Greg Hoover. Pat 
McEvoy. Margaret Morton. 
Esther Newhouse. Carol 
Somerhalder. Howard and 
Wilma Wyman. The Swans 
were reported on page 46 
of the June issue. A 
report on Whooping 
Cranes in adjacent Per-
kins Co. is under, Notes. 
Loup. see C. 
McPherson. Tryon. 
34 species. Mrs. Oona 
Bassett. reporter. Mrs. 
Bassett sp'ends the winter 
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Brown 
Thrasher 
Water Pipit 
Bohemian Waxwing 
Cedar Waxwing 
Northern Shrike 
Shrike sp. 
Loggerhead Shrike 
European 
Starling 
White-eyed Vireo 
Bell'~ Vireo 
Solitary '-:ireo 
Yellow-throated 
Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Philadelphia 
Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Golden-winged 
Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
Orange-crowned 
Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Northern Parula 
Yellow Warbler 
Chestnut-sided 
Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Yellow-rumped 
Warbler 
Black-throated 
Green Warbler 
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in Arizona. and My 17 
is the earliest date report-
ed. so winter birds and 
early migrants are not in-
cluded. She noted that 
the Blue Jay was new 
there. 
Madison. see G. 
Morrill. see Scotts 
Bluff • 
Pawnee. see Pa. 
page 63. 
Perkins. see Lin-
coIn. 
Phelps. see D. 
Pierce. Pierce. 148 
species. Mark A. Brogie 
and Larry D. Roper. re-
porters. 
Polk. Polk. 143 
species. Norris Alfred. 
reporter. Mark Brogie. 
Daryl and Margaret Gib-
lin. Die k Gustafson. 
Lennis Lind. Barbara 
Lucas. Lee. Shirley. and 
Steve Morris. A Great 
Blue Heron was seen Ja 
16; a Green-winged Teal 
was seen Je 15; a Gadwall 
Ja 9; a Turkey Vulture 
Fe 14; and a Northern 
Harrier Ap 24. No Lesser 
Scaup were recorded be-
tween Mr 8 and Ap 24. 
Mr. Morris commented that 
the Buff-breasted Sand-
pipers arrived late this 
year. and 'probably were 
there after My 20. when 
he left for the Annual 
Meetin g. A possible Her-
ring Gull was seen Ap 
14; a Magpie was seen 
My 29; a Brown Thrasher 
on Fe 7; Bobolinks we.re 
recorded before My 29. 
but date not specified; 
there was a gap in obser-
vations of Yellow-headed 
Blac kbirds from A p 24 to 
Je 26; and Purple Finches 
were seen before Ja 17. 
again date not given. 
las. 
Rock. see see C. 
Sarpy. see Doug-
Scotts Bluff. Ger-
ing. 170 species. plus 
Empidonax sp. and Opor-
ornis sp.. Alice Kenitz. 
reporter. Joyce Brashear. 
Lydia Bolz. Felix and 
Lucy Koenig. Bob 
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Blackburnian 
Warbler 
Yellow -throated 
Warbler 
Palm Warbler 
Bay-breasted W. 
Blackpoll 
Warbler 
Cerulean Warb. 
Black-and-white 
Warbler 
American 
Redstart 
Prothonatary 
Warbler 
Worm-eating W. 
Ovenbird 
Northern 
Waterthrush 
La. Waterthrush 
Kentucky 
Warbler 
Connecticut W. 
Mourning 
Warbler 
MacGillivray's W. 
Common 
Y ellowt hroa t 
Hooded Warbler 
Wilson's 
Warbler 
Canada Warbler 
Yellow-
breasted Chat 
Summer Tanager 
Scarlet 
Tanager 
Western 
Tanager 
Northern 
Cardinal 
Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak 
Black-headed 
Grosbeak 
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Kruger. Bob Larkin. 
Lynne Vacanti. Nora Mae 
Vance. band m mark 
birds reported from Ban-
ner and Morrill counties. 
respectively. at the An-
nual Meeting; B birds re-
ported from Banner Co. 
and K from Kimball Co. 
Je 21. Several observers 
saw the Snowy Egret. and 
noted that it was somewhat 
smaller than a Great Blue 
Heron. had all white 
feathers. black legs and 
bill. and bright yellow 
feet. The greenish-black 
back and pinkish-red bel-
ly and lower breast of 
the Lewis' Woodpecker 
were apparent as it lit 
on a fence post. and in 
a later view the observers 
could see the grayish 
breast patch that extend-
ed around the neck in 
a collar. The Blac k-
nec ked Stilts (three) were 
seen about 3.5 miles south 
of Gering. on Highway 71. 
The birds were blac k on 
the top of the head. down 
the bac k of the nec k. and 
on the back. The bill 
was black. straight. and 
needle-like. The lower 
part of the head. front 
of the neck. breast. and 
belly were white. The 
legs wre bright red. Mrs. 
Kenitz had seen one Stilt 
in 1979. near this sight-
ing. but she thinks this 
is the first time three ha ve 
been seen at one time in 
Scotts Bluff Co. The Pine 
Grosbeak. a female. was 
a little smaller than a 
Robin. had a very large 
bill. and a notched tail. 
The plumage was rather 
plain. basicly gray. with 
indistinct white wing 
bars. There was greenish 
yellow on top of the head. 
down the back. and on 
the rump. which seemed 
brighter on the head than 
elsewhere. Other observ-
ers went back later and 
found the bird. The two 
Pygmy NJIthatches seen Je 
21. feeding in a pine tree. 
were about a half mile 
9
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Blue Grosbeak 
Lazuli Bunting 
Indigo Bunting 
Painted Bunting 
Dickcissel 
Green-tailed T. 
Rufous-sided 
Towhee 
American 
Tree Sparrow 
Chipping 
Sparrow 
CIa y-co1ored 
Sparrow 
Brewer's 
Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Lark Bunting 
Savannah 
Sparrow 
Baird's Sparrow 
Grasshopper. 
Sparrow 
Le Conte's 
Sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Lincoln's 
Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
White-throa ted 
Sparrow 
White-crowned 
Sparrow 
Harris' Sparrow 
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mile south of where they 
had been seen during the 
Annual Meeting, and on 
Jl 30 Mrs. Kenitz saw sev-
eral a bout half a mile 
south of the J e 21 sight-
ing, which raises the pos-
sibility that they nested 
in the Wildcat Hills this 
summer. During the An-
nual Meeting Wayne Moll-
hoiff saw a Red-breasted 
Nuthatch fly from a hole 
in a dead stump. Lynne 
Vacanti tried to reach into 
the hole and found it was 
stic ky all aro und the hole. 
Harrison's FieZd Guide to 
Birds' Nests states: "All 
nuthatches perform some 
sort of nest entrance mod-
ification. The Red-breast-
ed dabs globules of pitch 
around hole; this may 
prevent insects, small 
mammals, or other birds 
from entering. To avoid 
pitch, female entering 
cavity generally flies 
straight in. Dead body 
of nuthatch has been 
found stuck to entrance 
hole in pitch. " It also 
mentions that both male 
and female smear the 
pitch, and they continue 
to do this throughout the 
nesting period. There 
were about 1,000 birds in 
the Bohemian Waxwing 
floc k at first. 
Seward, see 1. 
Sheridan, see A. 
Sherman, see F. 
Sioux, Mitchell, 169 
species, Helen and David 
Hughson, Tanya Br;<y, 
Mark Brogie, Alice Ken-
itz, Rick Wright. The 
comment for Dawes Co. 
about May dates also ap-
plies here. The Great 
Egret was seen at Uni-
versity Lake by Bob Lar-
kin, Alice Kenitz, Bob 
Kruger, Lynne Vacanti, 
and Nora Mae Vance, The 
bird, a little smaller than 
,a Great Blue Heron, flew 
in a large arc on one side 
of the party, and they 
could see the all white 
plumage, light-colored 
bill, black feet and legs. 
The Black-necked Stilt 
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Dark-eyed Junco 
McCown's 
Longspur 
Lapland 
Longspur 
Smith's Longspur 
Chestnut-collared 
Longspur 
Snow Bunting 
Bobolink 
Red-winged 
Blackbird 
Eastern 
Meadowlark 
Meadowlark sp. 
Western 
Meadowlark 
Yellow-headed 
Blackbird 
Rusty Blackbird 
Brewer's 
Blackbird 
Great-tailed 
Grackle 
Common Grac kle 
Brown-headed 
Cowbird 
Orchard Oriole 
Northern Oriole 
( Gray-crowned) 
Rosy Finch 
Pine Grosbeak 
Purple Finch 
Cassin's Finch 
House Finch 
Red Crossbill 
Common Red poll 
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was seen at Agate Fossil
Beds by Mrs. Kenitz,
Stanton, see J.
Thomas, see B.
Valley, see F.
Washington, see
Wa, page 63.
Wayne, see H.
Wheeler, see E.
NOTES
BRANT AT FUNK
LAGOON. Rick Peifer and
I co-led a Bell Museum
of Natural History (Uni
versity of Minnesota) field
trip to the Platte River
in March 1988. On 21
March about 25 of us went
to Funk WPA (Phelps Co.)
about 14:00, We found
only a few thousand
waterfowl, the remainder
had apparently been
driven off by USFWS per
sonnel as a preventative
measure against a further
outbreak of fowl cholera.
We were on the NI S road
betwen sections 1 and 2,
T6N, RI7W. and saw only
about 1,000 to 1,500 geese
(mostly Canadas, plus
some White-fronted) plus
a few hundred ducks. A
farmer who lives in the
NWi of Sec. 1 invited us
to drive onto his land for
closer viewing. With my
Nikkon spotting scope
(20-40X) I was looking
south at some of the Cana-
da Geese, most of which
were of a very small race
(smaller than Snow Geese)
standing on the mud flats.
Suddenly I realized I was
looking at the neck and
head of a Brant; at that
time, the body was hidden
by some of the Canadas.
I showed the bird to Rick,
and we spent about two
hours showing it to all
members of the group. We
had seven spotting scopes
with us. The bird was
freq uently hidden from
view by the larger Cana-
das, but most of us even-
tually got unobstructed
views when the birds oc-
casionally shifted posi-
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tion. I personally had the Brant in view in my scope for a total of about
20 minutes, at distances at first of about 200 m (the group watched from this
distance) to as close as 100 m, when Rick and I walked closer. He had the
bird in his scope (B&L Discoverer) for at least 20-30 minutes at 40-60X.
We had good lighting at the closer distance (lookit1g 5E); at the greater distance
the lighting was not as good but adequate. It was sunny and warm, and
relatively calm. The bird appeared fully as wild as the Canadas it was with,
stretching its neck in an alert posture when I walked closer, and eventually
flying with the rest of the flock to the far shore when the other members
of our group tried to approach more closely. The Brant was smaller than
the Canadas (which themselves were very small), about intermediate in size
between these Canadas and a drake Pintail, and much smaller than White-fronted
Geese (we had direct size comparison with all these species within a few feet
of each other). Rick and I estimated the Brant to be somewhat larger than
a large male Mallard (no Mallards nearby for comparison). The bill was even
stubbier than those of the Canadas, and somewhat differently shaped. The
entire head, neck, and breast were black, with the exception of a rather
faint patch of white streaking on each side of the throat (upper neck) just
below the head. Coloration of the back and sides was similar to that of the
Canadas and there was a sharp demarcation between the black breast and
brownish sides (this feasture and the rather indistinct throat patch permit
distinction from the Pacific or Black subspecies). The tail appeared all white,
with a thin (half inch) black terminal band. Later, upon reading several
field guides, we learned that Brants do not actually have a white tail, but
rather the white upper tail coverts are very long and cover most of the tail
(except the very tip), giving the appearance of a white tail. This feature
permitted us to distinguish the Brant from the tiny Canadas, even when it
was facing away from us. None of us had ever seen a Brant before, but
over the two hours we repeatedly sawall field marks, and there was no question
that it was a Brant (Atlantic race).
BI'Uce A. Fall, P-180 Kolthoff Hall,
22D Pleasant St., SE, Minneapolis, Minn. D5455
WHOOPING CRANE REPORT. The Fish and Wildlife Service office in
Grand Island reported ten confirmed sightings (two of the same pair) of Whooping
Cranes in Nebraska in spring 1988:
Two adults 24-26 March in Buffalo Co., .5 mi. W of NIO bridge on the
Platte River, T8N, R15W, S13, 14. From 26 March to 7 April they were in
Buffalo and Phelps counties, 3 mi. W of the Odessa bridge on the Platte River,
T8N, R18W, Sl2, 13, and T8N, R17W, 517 , 18. These two were the first
Cranes to leave Aransas, about 15 March.
One adult in Hall Co., 1 to 11 April, 3 mi. W of Wood River bridge on
the Platte River, T9N, R12W, 527.
One adult in Hall Co., 4 April, 1 mi. W of Aida bridge on the Platte River,
T9N, R11W, S11.
Two adults in Custer Co., 10 to 11 April, .5 mi. Nand 1 mi. W of Merna,
Tl8N, R21W, 530, swt.
Three adults in Custer Co., 10 to 11 April, 3 mi. Wand 1.5 mi. N of Broken
Bow, T17N, R21W, 522, NEt.
Three adults in Custer Co., 11 April, Middle Loup River, 400 yds. E of
Milburn bridge, T7.0N, R21W, S10 or 15. These are not the same birds listed
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A juvenile in Cherry Co., 14 to 28 May, 19 mi. NW of Brownlee, T29N.
R31W, S35. This was the last spring sighting of a migrant Whooping Crane.
There were eight probable sighting in Nebraska:
Two adults in Hall Co., 13 March, 2.5-3 mi. W of AIda Road, just S of
the Platte River,
Two adults in Buffalo Co, 21 March, 2.5 mi. E of NIO bridge, just N of
the middle channel (,f the Platte River. (It is possible that these two sightings
were of the same pair lifted fint under confirmed sightins. -- Ed.)
Three adults in Hall Co., 1 April, .75 mi. W of Wood River 1-80 interchange,
S side of 1-80.
Four adults in Merrick Co.,
City.
Five adults flying in Harlan Co., 11 April, 2 mi. W of Huntley.
5ix adults flying in Lincoln Co., 12 April, SW corner of North Platte.
Three adults flying in Cherry Co., 17 April, 10 mi. NW of Elsmere, T26N,
R26W, 53, NWt.
One adult in York Co., 28 April, 2 mi. E and 2 S of McCool Junction,
T9N, R2W, S33, Ei. NWt.
There were four unconfirmed
One adult flying in Hall Co., 20
Four adults in Keith Co., 21
interchan ge.
Fr,ur adults in Buffalo Co., 3 April, mile marker 337 on N2, T12N, R13W,
S23.
Four adults flying in Clay Co., 24 April, near Edgar.
The definitions of the classes of sightings are:
Contirmed Sightings. Observation made by a State or Federal Biologist
or officer or by other know qualified observer (trained ornitholgist or birder
with experierce in identification of Whooping Cranes). A photograph may
also be used to confirw sightings.
Probable Sighting. No confirmation made by State or Federal Biologist
or officer or by other known qualified observer, yet details of sighting seem
to identify the birds as Whooping Cranes. to be classified as a probable sighting
each of the following factors must be met: (1) location of sighting is within
normal migratior corridor and is an appropriate site for Whooping Cranes;
(2) elate of sighting is within perid of migration; (3) accurate physical description;
(4) number of birds is reasonable; (5) behavior of the birds does not eliminate
Whooping Cranes; and (6) good probability that observer would provide reliable
report.
Unconfirrr,ed Sighting. Details of sighting meet some, but not all, of
the six factors listed for a proba ble sighting. '
Grus Americana (27, (2),1) reported: "A rare event occurred three times
this spring, according to Tom Stehn of the Aransas refuge. Three whooper
pairs started migration, leaving their chicks behind. The chicks quickly joined
other subadult groups, and two of the orphaned chicks apparently migrated
together. In North Dakota, another pair left their chic k behind. The same
thing was documented in Saskatchewan. Perhaps the rapid growth of the
chicks last summer in Wood Buffalo led to a crop of precocious juveniles that
were fee lin g their independence."
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LEAST TERNS IN LANCASTER CO. On 16 May 1988, while birding
Oak Lake Park in Lincoln, Alan Grenon and I observed a single adult Least
Tern flyir>g over the lake from the southwest. Both of us are familiar with
the species, and ider>tified the bird easily by its small size, rapid wing beat ,
white forehead, yellow bill, and wholely black outermost primaries. This individual
flew, without calling, across the lake to the east and out of sight. A short
time later we found two Least Terns in the marsh east of Capitol Beach Lake,
less than a mile southwest of Oak Lake. These birds, both adults, were seen
loafin g on a mudflat, and in flight they reacted violently to the presence of
an adult Forster's Tern, chasing the much larger bird across the pool with
characteristic squealing chip calls. Both Least Terns were still present on
the mud when we left about two hours later. There was no ir>dication that
these birds were at a nesting site. The species has likely bred at Capitol
Beach, however (NBR 53: 33), and conscientious monitoring of the marsh through
the summer might have produced a record of attempted nesting. Unfortunately,
the chances of success are quite slim, as there appeared to be no suitable
island habitat available ar>d the mud and salt flats are dangerollsly accessible
to a wide variety of mammalian predators. At any rate, the presence of this
decreasing species at a historical breeding area underscores yet again the
significance of the Lancaster Co. salt marshes to many of Nebraska's rarest
birds.
--- Rick Wright, 401 Kountze Drive, Bellevue, Neb. 6800$
LEAST TERNS IN DOUGLAS CO. On 8 June, 1988, while I was canoeing
on the Elkhorn River, I found two pairs and possibly two more individual
Least Terns. This was about halfway betweeen highways 36 asnd 64 in western
Douglas Co. The two pairs centered their activities on two island sandbars,
and one bird may have been on a nest. As part of channelization and bank
stabilization work in progress by the Papio Natural Resources District, a dam
was being built across the top of the large meander which included the areas
in use by the two pairs. A few days later a representative of the Nongame
Wildlife program of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission confirmed the
presence in this area of at least one Tern nest with eggs. This is an area
where Least Terns probably have not nested for many years. On 18 June
I again canoed this area, and this part of the river had been cut off at its
upper end, leaving no current and much lower water levels within it. A search
of the area revealed no Terns. When I reported this information I was told
by a representative of the Nongame program that no corrective or restorative
actions were anticipated in that area to favor this endangered species. On
all birds reported I saw the black crown, nape, and outer primarie~; white
forehead and underparts; thin yellow bill; and long, slender wings and body.
These birds were smaller than Killdeer available for comparison.
--- Alan G. Grenon, Neale Woods Nature Center,
14323 Edith Marie Avenue, Omaha, Neb. 68112
SUMMER TANAGERS IN VALLEY CO. On 7 May 1988, after a high wind,
a Summer Tanager spent all day in my back yard, where three other people
saw him. I assumed he had been buffeted by the winds of the previous day,
and was resting on his migration. He was quite unconcerned by our presence,
and often alighted within five feet of us. Then on 19 May, at North Loup,
a similar bird appeared at the birdbath of one of the people who had observed
the bird in my yard earlier.
I have lived in the county for nearly all of my eighty years and have
always been interested in birds. Though I have seen Scarlet Tanagers a
time or two I have never before seen a Summer Tanager nor heard anyone
else in this area seeing such a bird.
--- Mary C. Bell, Rt. 2, Bo:r: 101, Ord, Neb. 68862
BAIRD'S SPARROWS IN LANCASTER CO. On 25 March 1988 I was southeast
of Raymond, walking along a small wooded stream adjacent to the east side
of the Oak Creek Cemetery. The time was about 10 AM and there were gusty
winds from the southwest. The weather was mild, with a low in the 30s and
a high later that day in the 60s. I saw a bird fly into a tall tree along the
creek-cemetery interface, and. I knew it was a species I had not seen before.
It had the Grasshopper Spa~row's flattened head profile, and it also looked
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like a Savannah Sparrow. It was shortly joined by another of its kind. They
sat together, about 40 feet off the ground and approximately 70 feet from
where I stood, so close together I could see them both in the binoculars.
They sat there, buffeted by the strong wind, for about 45 seconds and then
flew a short distance to another tree. There they were harassed by a Robin
that flew into the same tree. The two sparrows promptly flew aJoVay. By
this time I had determined that they were Baird's Sparrows. Johnsgard's
A Revised List of the Birds of Nebraska and Adjacent Plains States states that
they are an uncommon spring migrant, less common eastwardly, and spring
sightings range from 24 March to 8 June, and the migrants are associated
with prairies and other natural grasslands. There was an open fallow field
to the east of the creek. I spent another 30 minutes along the stream trying
to find the birds but I did not see them again.
I hypothesized that they were migrating and they were forced by the
strong, gusty, southwesterly winds to take a short rest in the trees. The
early sighting could have been attributed to the warm, dry weather we had
in the late winter and early spring, and to the strong wind on the 25th.
The birds had well defined, narrow bands of fine black stripes on mostly
white bellies and breasts. Fine black streaks on the sides of the crowns and
on the napes were also seen. Two dark stripes bordered each side of the
throat. The sides of the heads were light buffy; however, the rich buffy
crowns were not seen. The crown looked whitish when viewed on one of the
birds, whereas the rest of the head was light to medium buff. In certain
light, with the sun behind me, the head of the other sparrow looked like a
golden rust; however, when it briefly bent its head toward me all that I could
see was a finely ~~acrk,:-streaked .cro~I.' pattern with a lighter pattern in between.
These were botlT pale birds. They did not have the yellow lores or the eye
streaks of a Savannah, which has broader bands of streaks on the breast
and sides, usually much darker. The Savannah's streaking is not as "crisp"
as that of a Baird's. The combination of patterns observed did not fit any
of the other grass-inhabiting sparrows, which as juveniles have breast streaks
but do not have them in .the following spring. In The Birds of Canada W. E. God-
frey states that the females are somewhat duller than the males and that the
breast of the Baird's are often white and not as buffy as the rest of the head
and nape. The heads are streaked black mostly on the sides of the crown,
leaving rich buffy median stripes which are less obvious in females. Bent's
Life Histories states the "ocherish patches on Baird's Sparrows' head and neck
are not apparent, even through good glasses, unless the bird is at close range"
and "these birds and other grass-inhabiting birds migrate in small groups
or as single individuals". .
--- Larry Einemann, 2917 South 53rd Street, Lincoln, Neb. 68506
PEREGRINE FALCON PROJECT IN OMAHA. Six young captive-raised
Peregrine Falcons wen, introduced in Omaha via a hack box on Woodmen Tower
in 1988. One died while still usin g the hack box; one died when it flew into
a radio tower. A non-captive raised female was added in September. The
five remaining birds were catching their own food, and left on migration.
The last one seen was in a tree at Lake Manawa (Iowa) in early October (identified
by red paint on its back, placed there when it was put in the hack box.
Jerry Toll, in A Bird's Eye View, said of the last bird received: "Both parents
were from breeding programs and nested their first year after release (peregrines
were not previously known to nest until 2-3 years of age). They bred at
a hacksite in Milwaukee but ran into problems with a dominent male falcon
that killed their male eyas and drove the female to the ground. We received
her after a month of rehabilitation."
SANDHILL CRANES IN PLATTE CO. On 2 April 1988 a flock of Sandhill
Cranes came down into the swampy area at Lake North, Columbus, about 4: 30
PM.
--- Norma Johnson, 1261 Fall Creek Road, Lincoln, Neb. 68510
FOOD-CARRYING LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSHES. On 7 July 1988 I observed
a Louisiana Waterthrush foraging along the south bank of Rock Creek, just
upstream of Raccoon Hollow in Neale Woods Nature Center, southeastern Washington
Co. The bird soon had a number of invertebrates in its beak, and then continued
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to flit along the bank, giving chipping notes and making occasional stops to
reposition its mouthful of prey. A few times it left the stream to visit one
small area of woods along the bank, but quickly returned to the bank near
me, chipping, and still carrying the invertebrates. When I left the area the
bird had been carrying the same food items for almost 25 minutes. I did not
see the nest or young, but this behavior almost certainly indicates their presence.
This is probably the northernmost nesting record for this species in Nebraska.
The Waterthrush was subsequently seen or heard chipping in the same area
9, 13, and 14 July by a total of eight observers.
The bird was slightly smaller than nearby Eastern Phoebes, was brown
above, mostly white below, with dark streaks on the breast and flar,ks. A
broad white eye-line extended far behind each eye, and there was a pale post-auricu-
lar area on a mostly dark face. The base color of the flanks was huffy, contrastit.g
with the white of the breast and crissum. The throat could not be seen clearly
because of the prey hanging from the bird's beak. The bill was long and
stout, with light areas near the base, and the legs and feet were large and
pink. The bird frequently bobbed the rear half of its body. Northern Waterthrush
was eliminated by the length and whiteness of the eye-lines, contrasting buffy
flanks, obviously pink legs, and large bill. I saw many Northern Waterthrushes
this spring, and I observed the Louisiana Waterthrushes nesting in Fontenelle
Forest, Sarpy Co., in 1982 (NBR 50: 88-89).
During a Xerces Society butterfly count and work on the Nebraska Breeding
Bird Atlas in Indian Cave State Park on 25 July 1988, confirming evidence
of breeding Louisiana Waterthrush in Richardson Co., was found. We glimpsed
an adult Waterthrush along a stream near the southeastern edge of the park.
and Tanya Bray and Babs Padelford noted a broad white eye-line. Soon afterwarde.
I saw a ,juvenile Waterthrush with partially grown tail feathers and possibly
some downy tips on the upper back and breast feathers. It was brownist,
above, white below, with a clear white throat and somewhat diffuse streaks
on the breast, but not orl the fknks, belly, or crissum, which were all white.
A broad white eye-line began above the eye and extended rearward. The
bird did bob the rear portion of its body. A few minutes later, this juvenile
had moved into thick shrubs and an adult flew in, giving chipping notes and
carrying probable food items in its beak, pausing momentarily before entering
the thicket. On the adult I saw the whitish eye-line, dark-streaked whitish
underparts, and brownish upperparts. •
Alan G. Gzoenon, Neale Woods Natuzoe Centezo
14323 Edith Mazoie Avenue, Omaha, ·Neb. 6811Z
HOUSE FINCHES NESTING IN SARPY CO. On 16 April 1988 I heard
a House Finch song, and found the singer in a tree about a half-block away.
The bright red male was joined by a brown female, and they both tIew to
a nearby yard and began picking up grass and twigs. Then they flew another
half-block, to a tall spruce tree and carried the material to an almost completed
nest and began working on it. On 4 June Bill Benner, who is at Cornell
University researching House Finches, and I saw a male House Finch feeding
two juveniles. Another bird was with them, which could have been the female
or another young bird. They were perched on top of Central Elementary
School in Bellevue, just a few feet away from the spruce tree in which the
nest was located. I believe this to be the first documented record of nesting
for this species in Sarpy Co. and eastern Nebraska.
--- Ruth C. Gzoeen, 506 W. 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Neb. 6800D
LESSER GOLDFINCH IN SCOTTS BLUFF CO. On 9 July 1988 a group
from the Wildcat Audubon Society was in Carter Canyon, southwest of Gering,
when I saw a very bright bird fly from my right into a tree directly in front
of me. Except for the very small size it made me think of an oriole because
of the bright color with black and white markings. The bird perched facing
me, and moved from branch to branch, but never did perch with its back
to me. But it finally flew away from me. The bright yellow body, bill size.
and shape were that of an American Goldfinch. It had the typical black cap
extending from the bill back to the top of the head, but the sides of the head
appeared darker than an American Goldfinch. The lower cheeks and and throat
were bright yellow, but an area between this yellow and the black of the cap
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was a grayish color. In the very brief look I had of the back of the bird
I could tell it was not yellow, but was maybe gray - it was not black. As
soon as the bird flew I realized I had been looking at a Lesser Goldfinch.
Checking with Peterson's western guide and then with Robbins and National
Geographic fio]e' guides confirmed it was a Lesser Goldfinch, green-backed
race.
Alice Kenitz, He 50, Bo:!! 38 B, Gering, Neb.
BOOK REVIEW
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Nebraska Birds: Breeding Status and Distribution, by James E. Ducey,
maps by Remote Sensing Applicatior.s Laboratory, University of Nebraska at
Omaha. illustrated by Paul A. Johnsgard, "iii + 148 pp., 8t x 11, Simmons-Boardman
Books, Otr.aha, 1988, soft cover $19.95.
James E. Ducey's recently published book seeks to cover nearly 200
years of ornithological investigation in the state. The 114 pages of species
accounts are preceded by four short introductory chapters: a short discussion
of habitat changes over the last two centbries; an outline of the history of
e.rnitbology in Nebraska, from Lewis and Clark to the Breeding Bird Atlas;
a presentation of the state's breeding species, by categories; and a list of
the major sources for the breeding records cited in the species accounts.
In the last Mr. Ducey has been remarkably and laudably thorough, drawing
reports frem. not only the better-known natie.ral and local publicatiorls, but
also many now defunct 0010gical journals and the unpuhlished notes of early
Nebraska ornitbologists. There are nonetheless a few surprising omissior,s
here and in the uniquely extensive bibliography: nowhere, for example, do
I find Spencer Eaird's summary of the ornithological results of the Hayden
expedition, and Aughey's 1877 report, with its many unica is never directly cited.
While these omissions were likely oversights, the deliberate exclusion (p. 9)
of Jornsgard's Breeding Birds and Bray, Padelford, and Silcock's Birds of Ne-
braska diminishes the very considerable value of the bibliography and misleads
the casual reader by concealing the fact that other cor,clusions have been
reached about ce1"tain reports. These small misjudgements do not detract fre.rr.
the general worth of these chapters; much of the material they present is
new or not otherwise easily available.
In the species accounts Ducey divides ornithological activity in Nebraska
into three periods: the "historical", for all records before 1920; the "recent ll ,
for records from 1921 to 1960; and the "currer,t", for records after 1960.
With a few exceptions these divisions are carefully rr,aintained. Within these
periods, a species' statt's - based exclusively on specific nesting records -
can be "regular", "occasionalll, "accidental", "extirpated II , Il extinct", "introduced ll ,
or "hypothetkal". The chief uncertainties in this traditional system as used
by Ducey are the distinction between the occasional and the accidental categories,
both based on a maximum of two records. They are not quantitatively different,
but are distinguished rather by some notion a priori of what constitutes a spe-
cies' "normal" range (p. 16). Such a distinction must be inadmissible in any
work seeking to establish breeding ranges on objective evie'ence. The word
"hypothetical" is used here carelessly to classify records of two radically different
types: those clearly incorrect on the ote hand, and those for which there
is insufficient but suggestive evidence on the other. Thus Ducey lists as
hypothetical not only American Tree Sparrow, the citatie,r, at) obvious lapsus on
the part of an observer not known f01" his consistet,t reliability, but also Clark's
Nutcracker,. a species for which an eminently credible reporter has recorded
dependent young in suitable habitat. Although the status labels are in general
applied with praiseworthy consistency, a number of species are placed into
a category without the requisite number of acceptable reports. Among them
is Common Snipe, listed as regular for all periods even though the one report
of breeding from the recent era can justify only occasional status; neither
should Northern Saw-whet Owl be considered rell;ular In the hi"toric t·eriod
based on only two records. one of them fre.rr, Iowa. The strongly telegraphic
style of the status determinations leaves some entries confllsing; Scarlet Tanager,
for instance, is listed for all periods as a "regular nester - few occasional
records" .
Following the detern'inatior, of status, every breeding record for a species
is listed, conveniently arranged by county within each of the three periods.
Nebr"$ka Ornlthologi$ts' Union, Inc.
5109 Underwood Avenue
Omaha, Nebr.aska 68132
forwarding and RetumPoslage Guaranteed
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These lists make it easy to review at a glance the distril.'IJtion and apparellt
status of any species. and are far the most valuable part of the book. The
range of each species is also illustrated by as many as three maps. It II
regretable. as Ducey himself notes (p. 16). that the ranges as mapped .-
to include whole counties; the range of Marsh Wren. for example. is much
more restricted in Sioux Co. than the map indicates. Ducey's treatment ell
unusual records is generally uncritical. and o?inions are likely to differ lIII
many of the reports included. Species listed as "breeding" in lists pubUsl-ecl
before 1933 are accepted as a matter of course (see p. 16); many of the...
such as Aughey's reports of Prairie Warbler. could be treated with greata',
circumspection. Several more modern records are equally uncor,vincing; Ducey','
reasons for retaining these reports. some of them rejected by other authOl'l...
should have been laid out in the appropriate species accounts. It is not made"'
clear either how rigorously records based on extant egg sets were verlflecl.
an area where most readers will be utterly dependent on Ducey's expertise.
Dr. Johnsgard's illustrations range from very fine to less succeseful.
Thirteen full-page ones are unpaginated and are blank on the back. DeaplM
its high price and occasiol1al errors, this book is. faute de mieu;c, of clear vallll
to Nebraska birders. The frequency and general distribution of all neatill.
records for a species are immediately accessible. and even with a few gap'
the bibliography is a useful tool for further investigations.
(The Astorian Party was in 1811, not 1911 (Ruffed Grouse), and the
bibliography should cite Wright. R,. not Wright. W.)
--- Rick Wright, 401 Kountze Drive, Bellevue, Neb. "01'
